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The present filing is responsive to the Examiner's concerns noted in the Office Action. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Applicant apprwiates the Exdini])er*s allowance of claims 8 and 10*17. 

Summary of the Response 

Claims 1-S have been canceled. Claims 6, 7, 18 and 19 had been earlier canceled. 
Claims 8-17 remain pending in this application. Reexamination and reconsideration of the 
present application as amended are respectfully requested. 

rj jj j^ tyj Objections 

Claim 9 has been amended to depend on independent claim 13. 

Claim Rejections 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Takehashi ct al. 
<PCT Publication No. WOOO/54339). (The English equivalent, Takehashi et aJ. (US, Patent 
6,624,473 Bl), is used hereinafter.) Claim 5 is rejected under 35 US.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Takehashi et al. 
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While Applicant does not agree with the rejections* in the interest of forwanling this case 
to early allowance, Applicant canceled claims 1-5 without prejudice, and amended claim 9 to 
depend frOm claim 13* 

Accordingly, the remainixig claims 8«1 7 in the case are allowable. 

coN<;i,vsiQN 

In view of all t!^ foregoing, Applicant submits diat the claims pending in this application 
are patentable over the inferences of record and are in condition for allowance. Such action at an 
early date is earnestly solicited. The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned 
representative to discuss any outstanding issues that may not have been adequately 
addressed in this response. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: April 21, 2008 
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